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Delegates have several opportunities this weekptals as a general council. It is not possible ¥ sa
everything at once. The committee and section workes to the plenary in several reports, and wierei
need nor desire simply to repeat what these sagcédgour committee has interpreted quite serioiisly
mandate “to express the heart of the council”.

We have tried, on your behalf, to draft a messagdbd churches that have sent us to Accra, sumuaprige
spirit and substance of what we have tried to de kegether. We have done so in the form of arlétten
the delegates to the congregations of our churches.

The Alliance becomes what it is — a fellowship bfiches — only when there is effective communicatio
with and between our churches on as many levetbeif life as possible. If our congregations remiain
ignorance of what we have done here (or even, imyngases, of the very existence of the Alliance),ane
not yet what we claim to be, still less what weilgsto be — a fellowship of churches sharing a comtife
and united in common action.

Our hope is that this letter can be read in thodsaof our congregations and thereby strengthen our
fellowship.

In addition to the “Letter from Accra”, we also pide congregations with a draft liturgy, enablitgm to
join in the commitments we have made here in Accra.

We shall include a summary of the council’s actiaagn appendix.

1. Letter from Accra

From the delegates gathered from throughout thddvor Accra, Ghana, at the 24th General Councitha
World Alliance of Reformed Churches to the congtiega of all those churches belonging to this
fellowship, greetings. We have met as 400 delegatdbis council from July 30 to August 12 2004,
worshipping, studying the Bible, deliberating orgemt issues facing God’s world, and participatingtihe
rich life of local churches in Ghana. We write teage with you what, on your behalf, we have disedrand
experienced. Grace and peace to you from our Galtla@ Lord Jesus Christ.

Our most moving and memorable moments came fronvigiirto EImina and Cape Coast, two “castles” on
the Coast of Ghana that held those who had bedaredpinto slavery, as they suffered in dungeonisinga
for slave ships that would take them to unknowrd$aand destinies. Over brutal centuries, 15 million
African slaves were transported to the Americad, millions more were captured and died. On thideri
humans as commodities, wealth in Europe was Bithitough their labour, sweat, suffering, intelligerand
creativity, the wealth of the Americas was devetbpe

At the Elmina Castle, the Dutch merchants, soldiansl Governor lived on the upper level, while steves
were held in captivity one level below. We entesedom used as a church, with words from Psalmoh32
sign still hanging above the doorF@r the Lord has chosen Zion.).”And we imagined Reformed
Christians worshipping their God while directly @l them, right under their feet, those being solb i
slavery languished in the chains and horror ofdlthengeons. For more than two centuries in thateptlais
went on.

In angry bewilderment we thought, “How could thigiith be so divided from life? How could they segiar
their spiritual experience from the torturous phgsisuffering directly beneath their feet? How cbthieir
faith be so blind?”

Some of us are descended from those slave tradérslave owners, and others of us are descendkitits o
those who were enslaved. We shared responsesrsf sl@nce, anger, and lamentation. Those who are



2

Reformed Christians have always declared God'sreayay over all life and all the earth. So how lcbu
these forbears of Reformed faith deny so blatambigit they believed so clearly?

Yet, as we listened to the voices today from owbgl fellowship, we discovered the mortal danger of
repeating the same sin of those whose blindnestesged. For today’s world is divided between thab®
worship in comfortable contentment and those eesldwy the world’s economic injustice and ecological
destruction who still suffer and die.

We perceive that the world today lives under thadshv of an oppressive empire. By this we mean the
gathered power of pervasive economic and polificades throughout the globe that reinforce thesitori
between the rich and the poor. Millions of thoseim congregations live daily in the midst of thesalities.
The economies of many of our countries are trappddternational debt and imposed financial demands
that worsen the lives of the poorest. So many suBach day, 24,000 people die because of hungér an
malnutrition, and global trends show that wealtbvwgg for the few while poverty increases for the ynan
Meanwhile, millions of others in our congregatidive lives as inattentive to this suffering as thasho
worshipped God on the floor above slave dungeons.

In our discussions in Accra — indeed in the pastseyears of reflection since we last met in Gdnera
Council at Debrecen, Hungary — we have come toizeedhat this is not just another “issue” to be
“addressed”. Rather, it goes to the heart of onfession of faith. How can we say that we belidat Jesus
Christ is the Lord over all life, and not stand iaga all that denies the promise of fullness o lib the
world?

If Jesus Christ is not Lord over all, he is notd.at all. That is why we find in the Bible a comgtariticism

of idolatry, emphasized in our Reformed traditido. declare faith in the one true God is to rejaeideéd
loyalties between God and Mammon, dethrone thee fgtsds of wealth and power, and turn from false
promises to the true God of life.

We know that this does not come easily for anyfXet our hope lies in confessing that the poviehe
resurrected Christ can overturn the idols and tbedem gods that hold the world captive to injustce
ecological destruction.

Therefore, we invite you, in Reformed churches tigfmut the world, to take this stance of faithndtag
against all that denies life and hope for millioas,a concrete expression of our allegiance tcsJéhtist.

Brothers and sisters, this is a grave and serioutation. As those who have met on your behalAdatra,
we declare to you that the integrity of our Chastfaith is now at stake, just as it was for theseshipping
in the Elmina castle. Confessing our faith andmgvour lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ reggiiour
opposition to all that denies the fullness of tifeall those in our world so loved by God.

Such a confession also sends us forth with new eydaith into the world. Mission, it can be sais,
embodied in the life of the church in the world Aocra we recognized that living according to wivat say
we believe changes our understanding of missioaytode recalled that the church was born in a te
empire. God’s Spirit called forth the church, ispense to God's work in the world, as a new comiguni
bearing witness to a new global reality and opppsie false claims of earthly gods.

God’s mission involves your congregation and edcbuos in fresh and challenging ways today. How can
we share the message and liberating love of Csiiié¢ in those places where suffering and deagmst
reign? This much we discovered for certain in Acenare than ever, faithful mission today requires o
connection — really it demands bonds of belongifgetween one another as churches. The challenges we
now face in proclaiming the Good News will simplyeowhelm us if we confront them as individual
churches alone.

In today’s world the divisions between the Nortld ahe South, the rich and the poor, and the powarfd

the powerless, grow sharper and seek to isolatieons one another. That's why mission requires us as
churches to belong more deeply to one anothercoweng those divisions through the work of God'&iBp

as an evidence of the hope that is offered to thedwIn our inclusive fellowship here in Accra, \have
experienced a taste of this hope and seek to ghaith you.



3

In this council we have focused on current threaatdife, especially economic neoliberalism and the
arrogance of imperial power. Our churches in céranal eastern Europe remind us that for long decade
they suffered under the tyranny of another emfihe wounds of this past are not yet healed. Wegrdze

the need for all of us — East and West — to wor@ubh this bleak chapter of our history, and toabkkther
Reformed churches in the West heard sufficienttydty of their sisters and brothers in the East.

Being truly mutual and accountable is hard and eanful, testing the depth of our trust. It reggirthe
vulnerability demonstrated in Jesus. But thereoiotiher way for us to follow God’s mission, andlurg
unity for this purpose is one of the practical gsrthe World Alliance of Reformed Churches can make
possible.

But we discovered one more truth in Accra that wenwto share. If confessing what we believe as
Christians requires our spiritual and practicalistasmce to economic injustice as well as envirortalen
destruction, then we need new depths of spirialihis isn’t mere political activism; we’re beirglled to

a spiritual engagement against evil, and for thaineed our lives to be deeply rooted in the pow&an’s
Spirit. To put it simply, we need, as never befdhe transformation of our lives promised througkus
Christ.

This spiritual challenge flows from the words foundlohn 10:10, where Jesus declares the prontisge &tl
may have life in fullness”. That biblical theme, fact, wove itself through the work of the coundilring
these days. Our Christian spirituality opens uth&opresence and power of God in all the creattorther,

it draws us into ever-deeper community with onetla@o Deepening our spirituality can connect ushwit
God'’s power for the healing of personal woundsjadacars, and political divisions.

We also realized more clearly than ever that spdtitigal transformation and the community thatri¢ates
are only possible as the gifts of women and youegpfe are freely exercised and liberated in ow lif
together. We experienced a glimpse of this in athering, as both women and youth shared so richly
worship, Bible study, presentations to the couraill leadership roles, and we long for the spiitjutghat
makes this possible in every one of our congregatio

Because we were in Accra, Ghana, we were blesgestardly with the spiritual vitality and power dfet
local churches that hosted and received us. Thasiand songs that saturate the soul of the Afretamch
permeated our worship. We marvelled at offeringegiwith such dancing and joy from hearts so féll o
gratitude. Here we tasted a spirituality that seeswewhole, so worshipful, so connected in comnyyaind
so embracing of God'’s creation. It draws from tifesgf the culture and sings not only in thesehamting
songs, but also in their daily lives, as their wés to the fullness of life in Christ.

As we entered the homes of our hosts on a weekewnidits to churches throughout Ghana and then were
carried away by the power of their worship, ourrteavere filled with hope and gratitude. We expecix

the warmth of their hospitality and the power ofd&oSpirit to bring new life and community. And \Weew

this is the sign of the only power that can sustanas we confess our faith in Christ, stand agaires
powers of evil that threaten life, and live in nigsswith the hope of fullness of life for all prosed by our
Lord.

We want you to join in the confession and covenmdtti one another we have made in Accra. As pathef
fellowship of those churches throughout the gldta share in common the Reformed tradition of Qiaris
faith, we long for our experience here to enrictl ancourage your mission and ministry.

We've included a liturgy that could enable you bau® in worship the same confession, commitments, a
promises that we have made here at this councd.wWeive also included an appendix that gives a sargm
of the many other urgent issues and concerns froomd the globe that received our attention.

Our prayer for you is that God may reveal to yodrash ways how our faith is deeply connected tofal
life. May none of us ever live our faith insensitito brutal suffering and indifferent to urgentesrfrom our
world. May all of us know the power of God at wankour Lord Jesus Christ to overcome evil and offer
all the world life in the fullness intended by God.
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And may the grace of God, the love of our Lord 3eStrist, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, Wwéh
you now and forever more.

Accra, Ghana
August 12 2004



